
Westways Parent/Carer Forum – Thursday 10th October 2019 

Present: School – C.Hollamby; Parents – 9; Note taker – L.Pocock 

Agenda Items Response Further discussion / Action 

1) Query over possibility of a 
search box to school 
website to aid 
accessibility to 
information. 

 School liaising with web provider to have a search 
facility. 

 Letter to be sent in coming days to highlight/explain 
recent changes to communication in school, including 
the website, Twitter (available on the homepage of the 
website) and ParentPay. 

 

 Class pages/blogs: content previously found on these 
pages are now going to be posted as ‘News’ items or as a 
Twitter post. 

 ParentPay:  
o Impact of system overall positive so far with school 

hugely reducing the amount of paper 
correspondence sent out. 

o School still developing its use and are learning from 
initial teething problems (e.g. allowing parents to 
select ‘Collection Details’ for visits.)  

o Those families not on ParentPay still receive 
communication via printed letters; payment can 
also still be made still in cash or cheque at the 
office for these families. 

o There will be some letters over the course of the 
year that will still have to be sent as a paper copy to 
(e.g. Open Evening letters).  

 Parents gave positive feedback on website and Twitter, 
including having pictures available from residential visits 
and links to assembly presentations. Parents felt Twitter 
was a good vehicle for sharing photos – school explained 
the only complexity was not having photograph consent for 
all pupils. 

2) Concern was expressed 
over lack of/amount of 
homework. 

 School clarified that homework is not compulsory 
however there are some government guidelines 
around this. 

 School’s stance on homework is that it can have a 
positive impact (as shown in evidence) if it is an 
extension of the learning taking place in school (e.g. 
reading; spellings; maths tasks). It also takes the form 
of learning projects for some year groups which lead to 
showcase events. 

 If a parent/carer was concerned about homework set, 
school encourage them to speak with the class 
teacher about what might be done at home to assist 
their child’s learning/progress. 

 Statement of clarity on homework would be helpful, 
perhaps done by year group – school to look to produce 
something more concrete on this. 

 Reduce showcase events in any given year as although 
fantastic, they can become a burden at home and 
therefore lose their impact. 



 

 

3) Time of parent/carer 
forums: could they be 
outside working hours? 

 Plan is to hold a mixture of morning, afternoon and 
evening forums – school hopes to allow for two of 
each of these over the year.  

 Discussion about then evening forum taking place at 
6:00pm or even 6:30pm – school to look into this but is 
wary of staff workload. 

4) Would it be possible to 
have racks for 
scooters/bikes to 
encourage walking to 
school and help ease 
parking issues? 

 School have discussed this idea and are very much for 
the idea; it is hoped that it will endorse healthy 
lifestyles by encouraging families to travel to school via 
bike/scooter. 

 Parents mentioned appropriate charities that could 
potentially would help with the funding of this (Dan Jarvis 
and Sarah Storey mentioned in particular) – parents who 
have contacts regarding this to put school in touch with 
relevant people. 

Any Other Business Response Further discussion / Action 

1) How are non-parent 
governors and chair of 
governors appointed? 

 

 Chair elected by the full governing body. 

 Local Authority governor appointed by the Local 
Authority on the advice from the governing body. 

 Co-opted governor appointed by the governing body 
after advertising on Inspiring Governance website (run 
by National Governance Association) or 
recommendations from local university/employers. 

 

2) Pupil Premium: how are 
decisions made about this 
spending? 

 

 Pupil Premium funding is used to enable pupils to 
participate fully and benefit from opportunities at 
Westways (e.g. subsidy for school visits; free music 
lessons; intervention groups such as nurture groups). 

 Pupil Premium Strategy available on school website 
which details rationale for spending and 
impact/outcomes. 

 Question posed by parent regarding how school was pro-
active about Looked After Children in school. School to 
seek clarity around question being asked from parent and 
provide response for next forum.  

 

3) What are possibilities 
around having a school 
lollipop person on 
Springvale Road? 
Is there any update on the 
idea to close off traffic on 
Mona Avenue? 

 School has been in conversation with the Local 
Authority with regards to traffic as well as engaging 
with South Yorkshire Police as part of an ongoing 
student police officer project. Progress has been slow 
on both of these but school continues to endeavour 
with this.  

 School to update progress at next forum. 

4) Could the next meeting 
agenda include update on 
actions from previous 
forum/s? 

 Agreed this was a good idea and will be carried 
forward. 

 

 


